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What is IHI?
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IHI Objectives



How?
By supporting innovative and ambitious projects, selected following calls for 
proposals:

- bringing diverse stakeholders & sectors together (public/private)

- delivering clearly-described impacts on society, the economy 
and science

Any legal entity or international organisation regardless of its place of 
establishment can participate

Any organisation established in the EU or a country associated to Horizon 
Europe is eligible to receive IHI funding*

*IHI two-stage calls: companies identified in the call topic are not eligible to receive IHI funding
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This IHI project addresses Multiple sclerosis (MS), affecting around 3 million 

people worldwide.

It brings together health care professional organisations/providers, SMEs, Large 

companies, NGOs and leading academics. 
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This IHI project focuses on an approach called interventional oncology (IO) 

which targets cancer cells more precisely.

The project brings together representatives of the medical technology, 

pharmaceutical and biopharmaceutical sectors as well as leading academic 

sectors. 
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IHI contributes to the EU Health priorities 

for R&I
● Horizon Europe: Cancer Mission, EU partnerships, EIT Health, etc.

● Europe's Beating Cancer Plan 

● The new Industrial Strategy for Europe 

● The Pharmaceutical Strategy for Europe 

● The European Health Data Space (EHDS)

● Green Deal Strategy

● Digital/AI strategy, etc.

● UN Sustainable Development Goal 3 on ensuring healthy lives and promoting well-

being for all at all ages
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Understanding of cancer

Prevention and early detection

Diagnosis and treatment

Quality of life for patients and their 

families

IMMuCan , PERSIST SEQ, …

No Directed effort - IDERHA

IMAGIO, GUIDE.MRD, 

PIONEER/OPTIMA, theranostics

No directed effort – IMAGIO, 

SISAQOL-IMI

Joint priorities 
– aligned 
resources
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European Health Data and Evidence 

Network

● Policy Impacts
✓ ~850m patient records harmonised. Ready to kickstart the EHDS

✓ Infrastructure used by the EMA’s DARWIN EU network, & for the ‘thrombosis in COVID-19 
patients’ use-case in the EHDS2 pilot project

✓ National data partner nodes in Belgium, Germany, Greece, Israel, Italy, Luxembourg, 
The Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, UK

✓ Skills – Free online training >10,000 people enrolled 64 SMEs trained & certified

● Safeguarding against critical medicines’ shortage
✓ Study launched in November 2023 to investigate the incidence, prevalence and 

characterisation of drug shortages in Europe, supporting the EMA initiative

✓ Shortages in 25 key medicines studied using data from 70 EHDEN Data Partners from 
19 countries

www.ehden.eu/safeguarding-against-critical-medicines-shortage/
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http://www.ehden.eu/safeguarding-against-critical-medicines-shortage/
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IHI addresses the drivers of competitiveness 

in Health R&I

Regulatory Science & 

Clinical Trials

RWD, Digital Health & AI

Implementation Science

Green & Competitive 

Industry

Developing European competitiveness by addressing 

regulatory and clinical trial challenges to support the 

translation of health innovations to patient outcomes.

Example projects/calls: PROTECT (IMI), HEU-EFS (Call 2), 

Regulatory Sandbox (Call 8 T3), C4c, Trials@Home, EU-

PEARL (IMI), READIE, REALISE-D, …

Developing European competitiveness by addressing 

challenges in development and use of RWD, digital health 

and AI in health innovation

Example projects/calls: EHDEN, H2O, IDERHA, 

BIGPICTURE, Gravitate-Health, RADAR, Mobilise-D, 

EHDS (Call 10 T2), Digital labelling (Call 10 T2), …

Developing European competitiveness by addressing 

challenges in translating health innovation to new health 

practice, including developing healthcare workforce

Example projects/calls: AD-RIDDLE (Call 3), Conception 

(IMI), SASICU (Call 3), Persistency (Call 6 T1), Workflows 

for sustainable healthcare workforce (Call 7 T2), …

Green transition enabled across all aspects of healthcare, 

both in the delivery of healthcare to patients, and in the 

technologies and products that emerge from competitive 

European industry

Example projects/calls: Chem21, iPiE (IMI), PREMIER, 

ENKORE, PharmEco, VICT3R (Call 4), PFAS (Call 10 T3), 

…
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IHI facilitates co-creation
Shape our future research

● Send ideas demonstrating:

✓How they would help IHI to achieve its goals

✓How they are aligned with the IHI research agenda

✓Why they need a cross-sectoral public-private partnership 

● Step in the new IHI opportunity! Call 9 single stage:

✓Applicant driven pilot to create additional research opportunities in areas 

not already covered

✓5 topics aligned with the five specific objectives of the IHI research agenda

✓Total available IHI Funding: EUR 180 M 

https://europa.eu/!gPKb7B

https://europa.eu/!gPKb7B


Thank you for your attention

ihi.europa.eu



“PhotonHub”
Pan-European ecosystem

for closing the photonics innovation gap

Hugo Thienpont



Photonics is a key-enabling technology



Recently photonics - as a core technology- has started to innovate 
various highly important industry sectors for Europe



IDEA

FEASIBILITY

PROTOTYPING

UPSCALING

MANUFACTURING

COMMERCIAL
DIFFUSION
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ORIENTEERING

DEEP TECHNOLOGY
SUPPORT BUSINESS

COACHING

INVESTMENT
COACHING

TRAINING
RESKILLING

To successfully innovate with photonics

companies need support along  the entire innovation valley of death

Technology

Business
Financial
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2-3
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TRL 3-8

1 Jan 2021 – 31 Dec 2025
19 M EUR



TRL1 TRL2 TRL3 TRL4 TRL5 TRL6 TRL7 TRL8 TRL9

BRIDGING THE VALLEY OF DEATH – “CRITICAL CHASMS TO CROSS”

Demonstration of conceptual 
breakthroughs

Prototyping Scaling 
Manufacturability

Listen to the challenges of the companies

Demand driven - No Technology Push

Market PullTechnology Push



ACTPHAST’s 3 step action planPhotonHub 3 step action plan to photonics innovation 

OUTREACH TO COMPANIES
FROM 

VARIOUS INDUSTRY SECTORS

ORIENTEERING

TECHNOLOGY SCOUTING
BUSINESS SCOUTING

EVALUATION PROCESS

DEEP INNOVATION SUPPORT

CUSTOMER SATISFACTION
IMPACT MEASUREMENT



Prototyping Innovation Support Offered by 8 Platforms

free-space optics

specialty fiberspolymer-based optics MOEMS

Si/SiN PICS InP –PICs

Laserbased manufact. 

LNOI–PICs



Each technology platform supports the full supply chain

from design to prototyping 



Gateway to EU Pilot Lines for upscaling 
financially supported for first users and early adopters 



Support European Companies to Find Investment

Intensive Investor Pitching and Matchmaking Support
for High-Potential Start-Ups and Scale Ups

First-Level Investment-Readiness Coaching
for Companies Deploying Photonics Technologies

Running the “Investor Days”
for photonics-enabled start-ups and scale-ups

Running the “European Photonics Venture Forum”
for photonics start-ups and scale-ups

Investment

Coaching



All Supported Companies

VETE ENGINEERING



High Impact over the last 4 years
achieved through carefully selected use cases

750M€ 
increased 
revenues

1000 
increased 
EU jobs

250M€ 
increased 

venture capital

100 
innovating 
companies



A few VC success stories in the press

€2,5 million 



Tackling the next innovation hurdles in Europe (2025-2029):
Photonics Entrepreneurship and Upscaling

2025-2029



• PhotonHub is a unique collaborative pan-European 
innovation ecosystem with measurable high-value 
impact

• Closing the innovation gap at the EU cross-border level 
has been made possible with EC funding. 
Regional funding does not enable this kind of 
cross-border innovation support

TAKE HOME MESSAGES



Welcome address

EKATERINA ZAHARIEVA

COMMISSIONER FOR START-UPS,  RESEARCH AND 

INNOVATION



Keynote speeches 

GIORGIO GORI (EP)
VICE-CHAIR OF THE ITRE COMMITTEE

LÁSZLÓ BÓDIS
DEPUTY STATE SECRETARY FOR INNOVATION,  

REPRESENTATIVE OF THE HUNGARIAN PRESIDENCY



20 years of European Partnerships – reflections 

and achievements

Panel discussion

DARIA JULKOWSKA,  C H A I R  O F  T H E  F O R M E R  E X P E RT  G R O U P -

BMR24 ’

UTE GUNSENHEIMER ,  S E C R E TA RY G E N E R A L O F  T H E  E O S C  

A S S O C I AT I O N

WOLFGANG BALLENSIEFEN,  C O O R D I N ATO R  E P P E R M E D ,  D L R  

ROSALINDE VAN DER VL IES ,  D G  RT D ,  D I R E C TO R  D I R .  C

M O D E R AT I O N

FA B I E N N E  G A U T I E R ,  D G  RT D ,  H E A D  O F  U N I T  G . 4  M I S S I O N S  A N D  

PA RT N E R S H I P S



15:30 – 16:00 Networking Coffee

16:00 PARALLEL WORKSHOPS ALONG CLUSTERS

A 1  H E A LT H  – N E W TO N  B C

A 2  C L I M AT E ,  E N E R G Y A N D  M O B I L I T Y – V E S A L I U S

A 3  D I G I TA L ,  I N D U S T RY A N D  S PA C E  – D A RW I N

A 4  F O O D ,  B I O E C O N O M Y A N D  N AT U R A L R E S O U R C E S ,  

A G R I C U LT U R E  A N D  E N V I R O N M E N T  – E I N S T E I N  A B C  ( P L E N A RY )



A4: CLUSTER 6

FOOD, BIOECONOMY AND NATURAL 

RESOURCES, AGRICULTURE AND 

ENVIRONMENT

Einstein ABC 16:00 – 17:30



17:30 – 19:00

Bilateral Talks and Networking dinner


